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(Review) 


‘The Big Sombrero Exciting Color Film 
Starring Gene Autry and Champion 


Gene Autry singing a West- 
ern ditty; riding like the wind 
astride Champion, his famous 
horse; slugging it out with the 
badmen; these are things few 
moviegoers can resist. And 
there’s no need to, for Gene is 
once again performing on the 
shi ida Theatre’s screen, where 
his appearance in Columbia’s 
“The Big Sombrero,” filmed in 
eye-filling Cinecolor, was given 
a vociferous welcome by yester- 
day’s thrilled audience. 

For it was obvious to Autry’s 
fans that here was Gene at ‘his 
flawless best. His natural, dis- 
arming manner bespoke the 
Western cowboy, informal and 
friendly. But he was a wildcat 
in his fury when aroused by in- 
justice. And that’s exactly what 
happens. in “The Big Som- 
brero.” As the story opens 
Autry, galloping across the Mex- 
ican border for a job, lands 
smack into a _ situation that’s 
just right for him. The casual- 
ness disappears, and Gene is a 
trim fighting man ready to cope 
with all comers. 


James Garland (Stephen 
Dunne), former Wild West 
show barker and_ confidence 


man, has ensconced himself on 
the gigantic Estrada Rancho as 
manager by making himself at- 
tractive to Estrellita Estrada 
(Elena Verdugo), lovely owner 
of the trackless acres. Garland, 
hoping to marry the girl, mean- 
while plots to get rid of the 
rancheros, traditional occupants 
of the vast ranch, for non-pay- 
ment of their rent. Gene, per- 
ceiving the true situation, makes 
the. case of the rancheros his 
own. 

In order to raise money, a cat- 
tle drive is decided upon by 
Gene and his henchmen. Gar- 
land, inadvertently learning the 
route of the cattle drive, sends 
the information to the man for 
whom the ranch is. destined. 
Gene escapes several strong- 
arm men sent to dispose of him 
and evades a savage ambush 
to launch the cattle push. 
En route, a landslide is set off 
by dynamite and all but en- 
gulfs men and cattle, but for 
Gene’s quickwittedness. Gar- 
land is exposed and the ranch- 
eros retain possession of their 
traditional holdings. 

Gene’s faultless performing 
includes some pretty swell sing- 
ing of Western ballads and ro- 
mantic Latin songs. “You Be- 
long to My Heart,” “La Golon- 
drina,”’ “My Adobe Hacienda” 
and “Oh My Darling Clemen- 
tine” are some of the melodies 
heard. Miss Verdugo is out- 
standing as. Gene’s leading lady. 
She performs a fiery Spanish 
dance during a fiesta scene. 
Dunne, handsome but menacing; 
George J. Lewis as a ranchero, 
and Vera Marshe, as a blonde 
bombshell are other leading 
featured players in “The Big 
Sombrero.” 

Frank McDonald directed this 
Gene Autry Production deftly 
balancing the action and musi- 
cal portions of the film. Olive 


Cooper wrote the _ original 
screenplay. Armand. Schaefer 
produced. 





(Holdover Notice) 
‘Big Sombrero’ Holds 
For Additional Week 


With stars Gene Autry and 
Champion, his famous horse, 
packing them in at the ....... 
Theatre, Columbia’s “The Big 
Sombrero,” a Cinecolor musical 
Western, will be held over. Fea- 
tured in the supporting cast are 
Elena Verdugo, Stephen Dunne, 
George J. Lewis and Vera 
Marshe. Original screenplay for 
this Gene Autry Production was 
written by Olive Cooper. Frank 
McDonald directed for producer 
Armand Schaefer. 


CAST and STAFF 


Gene Autry .......... Gene Auiry 
Estrellita Estrada..Elena Verdugo 
James Garland... Stephen Dunne 
Juan Vazcaro ....George J. Lewis 
Angie Burke .......... Vera Marshe 
Luis Alvarado..William Edmunds 
Felipe Gonzales 

Martin Garralaga 


Ben McBride ....Gene Stutenroth 


TeO Boia Neyle Morrow 
S Facer ween Bate aN Bob Cason 
Farmer tc.se.c.ot- Pierce Lyden 
Estaban,iiicsies.: Rian Valente 
Pablonecaeats. Antonio Filauri 


and Champion 


Original screenplay by Olive Cooper; Directed by Frank McDonald; 
Assistant Director, Earl Bellamy; Director of Photography, William 
Bradford; Art Director, Harold MacArthur; Film Editor, Henry 
Batista; Cinecolor Supervisor, Clifford Shank; Set Decorations, 


George Montgomery; Musical 


Supervisor, Paul Mertz; Musical 


Director, Mischa Bakaleinikoff; Sound Engineer, Howard Fogetti; 
Produced by Armand Schaefer; A Gene Autry Production. A 


Columbia Picture. 


STORY 


(Not for Publication) 


Gene Autry (himself) arrives at the vast Estrada Rancho in 
Mexico looking for a job. He is hired as foreman by James Garland 
(Stephen Dunne) who is managing the ranch for beautiful Estrellita 
Estrada (Elena Verdugo). Estrellita, who is infatuated with Garland, 


has forsaken Mexico to sojourn in a border town. 


Garland is 


attempting to evict the rancheros for non-payment of rent so that 
he can sell the ranch to Ben McBride (Gene Stutenroth). 

The cowboy throws in his lot with the rancheros and is prevailed 
upon by Luis Alvarado (William Edmunds), Estrellita's godfather, to 
help him bring the girl back to Mexico. This they do by force. 
Gene and the rancheros then decide to drive their cattle to market 
and McBride, learning of this from Garland, orders Gene bush- 
whacked and the rancheros' homes pillaged. Gene survives the 
attack and helps rout the attacking vandals. McBride, knowing the 
route Autry is taking with the herd, mines the hillsides of a pass 
along the trail, and then sets off the blasts, causing a landslide. 
The alert Autry saves men and cattle—except for young Tico, (Neyle 
Morrow) who is shot by McBride. But before he dies, the boy shoots 


and kills his murderer. 


Gene rides off with the knowledge that Estrellita will now stay 
with her people, having accepted proof of Garland’s duplicity. 


MUSIC 


Gene Autry sings eight songs in "The Big Sombrero." They are: 


"You Belong to My Heart" by Augustin Lara with English 
lyrics by Ray Gilbert. Published by Peer International, 1619 


Broadway, New York City. 


"La Golondrina’ by N. Serradell with English lyrics by Teddy 
Powell. Published by Shapiro-Bernstein, 1270 Avenue of the 


Americas, New York City. 


"Rancho Pillow’ by Allie Wrubel and lyrics by Charles New- 
man. Published by Shapiro-Bernstein. 


"My Adobe Hacienda" by Louise Massey and Lee Penny. 
Published by Peer International. 


"Oh My Darling Clementine" by Percy Montrose. 


"Goodbye Old Mexico" by Billy Johnson and James Brock- 
man. Published by Shapiro-Bernstein. 


"Trail to Mexico." 


"I'm Thankful for Small Favors." 


Musical supervisor for "The Big Sombrero" was Paul Mertz; musical 


director, Mischa Bakaleinikoff. 





Big Sombrero Mat |-C; 
Prod. Still No. 91 


LATIN SPITFIRE! Elena Verdugo vents 
her wrath on an amused Gene Autry 
in Columbia's Cinecolor "The Big 
Sombrero" at the ............... Theatre. 


(Opening Notice) 
Autry Film Opens 


Local Engagement 


Columbia’s “The Big Som- 
brero,” the new Gene Autry 
starrer in Cinecolor, will open 
its'runvat thes ooh Theatre 
OI OLE OES. Gene’s famous horse, 
Champion, is also starred, with 
Elena Verdugo, Stephen Dunne, 
George J. Lewis and Vera 
Marshe featured. Olive Cooper 
write the original screenplay for 
this Gene Autry Production. 
Frank McDonald directed for 
producer Armand Schaefer. 





(Closing Notice) 
‘Big Sombrero’ Ends 
Neighborhood Run 


Gene Autry and. Champion 
will gallop off the screen of the 
Theatre: oti te ae ‘ 
concluding the engagement of 
“The Big Sombrero.” The big 
Columbia musical Western in 
Cinecolor features Elena Ver- 
dugo, Stephen Dunne, George J. 
Lewis and Vera Marshe. The 
original screenplay by Olive 
Cooper was directed by Frank 
McDonald. Armand Schaefer 
produced this Gene Autry Pro- 
duction. 





Big Sombrero Mat 2-B; Prod. Still No. 23 


OUTLAWS FEAR HIM! Senoritas cheer him . 


. . as America’s favorite singing 


cowboy becomes Mexico's hero! The action takes place in Columbia's "The 
Big Sombrero," starring Gene Autry in Cinecolor at the ...........0000. Theatre. 








(General 


Hats Off to 
Star of ‘Big 


America’s premier cowboy, 
Gene Autry, and his famous 
horse, Champion, are due to 
arrive on the screen of the .... 
Theatre ly ne a! in “The Big 
Sombrero,” their latest Colum- 
bia adventure. Filmed in eye- 
filling Cinecolor, the movie fea- 
tures Elena Verdugo, Stephen 
Dunne, George J. Lewis and 
Vera Marshe. 

In his latest vehicle, Gene is 
reported to have come up with 
a virtually perfect package of 
screen entertainment. There’s 
said to be action in abundance, 
romance a-plenty (Gene’s almost 
kissed by lovely Elena, but not 
quite) and gay songs and light- 
hearted dancing. 

Action highlights feature an 
awesome landslide, in which 
men and cattle are almost en- 
gulfed; a breath-taking cattle 
run which threatens to break 
out into a stampede; savage 
fistfights and lively gunplay. 

For the film’s lighter mo- 
ments, however, (and there are 
plenty of these) there’s Gene’s 
wonderful singing that goes 
straight to the heart of movie 
audiences, with such melodic 
and folksy numbers as “You 
Belong to My Heart,” “La Go- 
londrina,” “Rancho Pillow,” 
“My Adobe Hacienda” and the 
ever-popular “Oh My Darling 
Clementine.” 

Miss Verdugo, authentic Lat- 
in, does a traditional Castilian 
dance (with a handsome ranch- 





Advance) 


Gene Autry 
Sombrero’ 


ero as partner) that’s reputed 
to be little short of sensational. 
Further, there’s the singing at 
the fiesta with a Latin musical 
combination playing with all 
the expected dash and fervor. 
And, of course, there are the 
colorful costumes of the ranch- 
eros and their senoritas. 

The Mexican locale of the 
story was duplicated by Gene’s 
taking his company out to the 
wild and lovely terrain of Red 
Rock Canyon in California’s 
Mojave Desert, where a good 
deal of the picture was shot on 
location. Tucson, Arizona, was 
also used for location shooting. 

The story, in brief, concerns 
Gene’s efforts to aid the ranch- 
eros of the vast Estrada 
Rancho in Mexico. James Gar- 
land (Dunne) who has wormed 
himself into the confidence of 
Estrellita Estrada (Verdugo) 
by charming her, becomes man- 
ager of her vast land holdings. 
He plans to force the rancheros 
off the land and sell it to Ben 
McBride (Gene  Stutenroth) 
with a tidy profit to himself. 
Gene learns of the plan and aids 
the rancheros drive their cattle 
to market to raise money but 
not before he has encountered 
a savage ambush, and other nat- 
ural and man-made dangers. 

Olive Cooper wrote the screen- 
play for this Gene Autry Pro- 
duction which Frank McDon- 
ald directed and Armand 
Schaefer produced. 


Big Sombrero Mat 2-C; Prod. Still No. 48 


TRAILING BANDITS South of the border, Gene Autry (center) finds new 
glory in Columbia's Cinecolor hit, "The Big Sombrero" at the oo... 
Theatre. George J. Lewis (left) and Antonio Filauri are featured. 
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Big Sombrero Mat 2-F; Prod. Still No. II 


WESTERN THRILLS come to romantic Mexico in Gene Autry's newest Cine- 
color film for Columbia. The outdoor drama, which features beautiful Senorita 


Elena Verdugo, currently is being shown at the 


UT PUNE i Tel ge Theatre. 





(Feature) 


Miss, Autry Kissed, 
Hisses Star's Fans 


Elena Verdugo is mad at 
Gene Autry’s fans. 

The beautiful Castilian ac- 
tress, Autry’s leading lady in 
Columbia’s “The Big Som- 
brero,” the Cinecolor Western 
SG aes see ns Theatre, claims 
they are responsible for the 
most spectacular love scene of 
her film career ending up on the 
cutting-room floor. 

“It was Gene’s first screen 
kiss,” she explained, a_ bit 
heatedly. “Just think, his first 
in eleven years as the top West- 
ern star—and I was the one 
who was going to give it to 
him.” 

Elena gave it to him, all right, 
and it was quite an event, rival- 
ling in public interest Deanna 
Durbin’s first screen kiss, some 
years back. Cowboy stars aren’t 
supposed to get kissed in their 
pictures, you see. Their business 
is catching outlaws, outwitting 
crooks and saving damsels in 
distress—but not kissing them. 
No sir, that kind of business is 
for Glenn Ford, Clark Gable, 
Cary Grant and those other guys 
who go around in city clothes. 

So when the script of “The 


(Reader) 
Blonde Dyes Hair 
For That ‘Reel’ Look 


Because the average film fan 
visualizes a Spaniard as having 
dark hair, Elena Verdugo, a 
puré Castilian, had to dye her 
blonde hair black for her role as 
Gene Autry’s leading lady in 
Columbia’s “The Big Sombrero,” 
Cinecolor musical Western hold- 
ing forth at the ...... Theatre. 

She is a descendant of the 
Spanish Conquistadores. Her 
ancestor, Jose Maria Verdugo, 
once owned by grant of the King 
of Spain, the San _ Rafael 
Rancho, on part of which Uni- 
versal-International Studio now 
stands. Like many a Castilian, 
Elena is a blonde, but producer 
Armand Schaefer requested that 
she dye her tresses jet black for 
the Autry picture. 


Broadway Star 


Vera Marshe, former come- 
dienne in Broadway musicals 
and who recently completed a 
role in “Where There’s Life 
There’s Hope,” plays one of the 
comedy leads in Columbia’s ‘‘The 
Big Sombrero,” the Gene Autry 
starrer coming to the 
Theatre on 
is a Western musical photo- 
graphed in Cinecolor. 
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Big Sombero” called for Autry 
to get kissed, there was a great 
to-do on the Hollywood range, 
and folks came to Columbia 
studio from far and wide to wit- 
ness the cataclysmic spectacle 
of a he-man being corraled by 
a young filly in skirts. 

“It was a perfect screen kiss, 
too,” said Elena, “and I was 
very proud of it. Mr. Autry 
complimented me on my _tech- 
nique, and the rest of the cast 
and the crew applauded. There 
were even reporters there with 
their photographers, and it got 
in all the papers.” She sighed. 

“That was the trouble,’ she 
continued. “His fans who defi- 
nitely did not want Gene kissed 
wrote to the studio during the 
next six days. I know because I 
saw the letters. So we shot the 
scene again, minus the kiss, and 
there went my great chance for 
fame.” 

She smiled. “But I have one 
satisfaction. Gene told me that 
my kiss was undoubtedly the 
best kiss that ever landed on the 
cutting-room floor.” 

Champion, Gene’s famous 
horse, is starred with the cow- 
boy in “The Big Sombrero.” 
Featured players include, be- 
sides Miss Verdugo, Stephen 
Dunne, George J. Lewis and 
Vera Marshe. 

Olive Cooper wrote the origi- 
nal screenplay for the Gene 
Autry Production. Frank Mc- 


Donald directed for producer 
Armand Schaefer. 


Spe 


Big Sombrero Mat |-B; 

Prod. Still No. 16 

DESPERATE struggle between Gene 
Autry (left) and Bob Casson high- 
lights Columbia's Cinecolored "The 
Big Sombrero" at the ............ Theatre. 





(Review) 


Viva Gene Autry! 
Star Storms Mexico 
In ‘Big Sombrero’ 


Columbia’s “The Big Som- 
brero,” newest Gene Autry 
starrer in Cinecolor, opened yes- 
terday at the...... and proved 
to be a rodeo of Western thrills, 
a fiesta of melody and a jam- 
boree of romance. Champion, 
Gene’s famous horse, is also 
starred, and the supporting 
cast includes Elena Verdugo, 
Stephen Dunne, George J. Lew- 
is and Vera Marshe. 

Olive Cooper’s original screen- 
play provides Gene with his 
hottest adventure as it serves 
up North of the border thrills 
and South of the Border ro- 
mance. Gene finds himself in 
Mexico looking for a job, and 
promptly tangles with James 
Garland (Dunne), former bar- 
ker and confidence man who 
has virtually become the over- 
lord of the vast Estrada Rancho. 
Gene decides to throw in his lot 
with the poor rancheros who are 
the ranch’s tenants and whom 
Garland is trying to evict. In 
the big cattle drive attempted 
by the rancheros and led by 
Gene, neither savage ambush, 
dangerous landslide nor whiz- 
zing bullet can stop Gene from 
completing it and exposing Gar- 
land for what he is. 

Autry does everything ex- 
pected of him and more. With 
his magnificent steed, Cham- 
pion, he’s the very personifica- 
tion of the outdoors. Gene is 
heard in some of the best songs 
he’s had occasion to sing, in- 
cluding “You Belong to My 
Heart,” “My Adobe Hacienda,” 
“La Golondrina” and “My Dar- 
ling Clementine.” Lovely Miss 
Verdugo, a stunner if there ever 
was one, plays Gene’s leading 
lady to perfection. She also does 
a high-spirited Spanish dance 
which is worth the price of ad- 
mission alone. 

Dunne, Lewis, as a fighting 
ranchero, and Miss Marshe as 
a blonde “threat” to the cabal- 
leros, are also extremely ca- 
pable. 

Frank McDonald directed this 
Gene Autry Production for pro- 
ducer Armand Schaefer. 





(Advance Reader) 
Gene Autry Coming 


In ‘Big Sombrero’ 


Columbia’s “The Big Som- 
brero,” starring Gene Autry 
and his famous horse, Cham- 
pion, is: coming: to the: .*s2. 1... 
Theatre on Filmed in 
Cinecolor, the musical Western 
features Elena Verdugo, Ste- 
phen Dunne, George J. Lewis 
and Vera Marshe. 

In “The Big Sombrero,” Gene 
heads South of the Border in 
his biggest rodeo of thrills. He 
rocks all Mexico as he saves a 
Latin spitfire with Western gun- 
fire and finally hits the trail of 
bandits to fight for the right of 
rancheros to live on their tradi- 
tional rancho, braving land- 
slide, cattle stampede and bul- 
lets. 

Olive Cooper wrote the origi- 
nal screenplay for this Gene 
Autry Production. Frank Mc- 
Donald directed for producer 
Armand Schaefer. 





Golden Slippers 


Gene Autry’s famous horse, 
Champion, will wear a set of 
gold-plated horse-shoes when 
Autry’s Flying A Rodeo plays 
at New York’s Madison Garden 
this year. The golden shoes were 
a gift from Gene’s Oklahoma 
fan club and were presented to 
the star on the set of Columbia’s 
“The Big Sombrero,” his latest 
Cinecolor musical Western now 
holding forth at the 


Big Sombrero Mat |-A; 
Prod. Still No. 39 


GENE AUTRY and Champion are 
starred in Columbia's "The Big Som- 
brero."' The Cinecolor thriller cur- 
rently is on view at the .......... Theatre. 





Champion Not Sure 
Show Must Go On 


Making movies with animals 
is no soft touch. If you don’t 
believe it, ask Gene Autry. 

Columbia’s famous cowboy 
star was highly embarrassed 
one day during filming of “The 
Big Sombrero” by none other 
than Champion, his own beauti- 
ful horse, considered the finest- 
trained animal in the world. 
Gene’s latest film, a musical 
Western, in Cinecolor, is cur- 
rently at the Theatre. 

The extreme heat was no ob- 
stacle to the 300-odd Autry fans 
who journeyed out from Tuc- 
son by foot, bicycle, horse and 
automobile to get a look at their 
hero in the’ saguaro-studded 
desert. But Champion picked 
on this day to embarrass his 
master! 

The script called for Autry to 
make the horse lie down behind 
a large boulder. Ordinarily, this 
trick is a cinch for Champ, and 
he will respond immediately. 
But this day, he was either 
tired, temperamental or suffer- 
ing from prickly heat, because 
when Gene gave him the cue 
with his knee, Champ refused to 
perform. 

Since in training an animal, 
you must always follow through 
on a trick, Autry continued to 
cue Champ until he lay down, 
even though the shot was 
ruined, Then the camera rolled 
again, and Autry and Champ 
replayed the scene. And again 
Champ would not take his cue. 
Clearly, the high-spirited horse 
was not in an acting mood. 

But Autry, a showman to his 
fingertips, was perturbed about 
all those people seeing his fa- 
mous horse on a bad day, and 
he took time out to explain to 
the visitors the necessity of 
forcing Champ to do the trick 
even though he didn’t want to. 

Then Gene mopped his brow 
and went at it again. 

One hour later, with every- 
one worn out, director Frank 
McDonald and Autry decided 
that it was useless to try any 
longer, and too expensive. So 
they moved the camera 100 
yards up the hillside to a much 
larger boulder behind which 
Champ could hide standing up. 

The horse went through the 
scene perfectly, and Autry re- 
warded him with a carrot. 

“He’s still the best horse in 
the world,” Autry said. “All ac- 
tors are temperamental.” 

Supporting the stars are fea- 
tured players Elena Verdugo, 
Stephen Dunne, George J. Lew- 
is and Vera Marshe. 





Gene Autry Rides 
South of Border 
In New Adventure 


Columbia’s Cinecolor “The 
Big Sombrero,” the new Gene 
Autry starrer, is scheduled to 


law) Vee Ns Theatre 
Shab INO pee nina s Starred with 
Autry is his famous horse, 


Champion, while featured roles 
are held by Elena Verdugo, 
Stephen Dunne, George J. Lewis 
and Vera Marshe. 

Viva Autry, the aficionados 
are saying, for America’s fa- 
vorite cowboy becomes Mexico’s 
favorite hero in “The Big Som- 
brero.” From sparkling fiesta to 
savage ambush, it’s Gene’s hot- 
test adventure. 

On the vast reaches of the 
Rancho Estrada, in sunny Mex- 
ico, James Garland (Dunne), 
ex-Wild West show barker, has 
ingratiated himself with beau- 
tiful Estrellita Estrada (Ver- 
dugo), owner of the ranch, and 
is permitted to run things his 
own way. He plans to dispossess 
the rancheros and sell the land 
to Ben McBride (Gene Stuten- 
roth). Gene joins the cause of 
the rancheros and leads them in 
driving their cattle to market. 
En route, their enemies try by 
desperate means to block them 
but Gene and his companions 
outfight and outsmart them. 

Autry is reported to have one 
of the best roles of his career 
as he sings and fights his way 
through the picture with Cham- 
pion again proving what a mag- 
nificent animal he is. Miss Ver- 
dugo is said to make one of 
Gene’s loveliest leading ladies, 
while Dunne, as the principal 
heavy, Lewis as a ranchero, and 
Miss Marshe, as a blonde visitor 
to the land of the Latins, round 
out the supporting cast. 

Olive Cooper wrote the origi- 
nal screenplay for the Gene 
Autry Production. Frank Mce- 
Donald directed for producer 
Armand Schaefer. 





(Reader) 
H,O Not O.K. 


For Champion 


Water in the Mojave desert 
may be okay for humans, but 
it’s not good enough for Cham- 
pion, Gene Autry’s famed horse. 

A Columbia studio water 
wagon with 500 gallons of San 
Fernando Valley water was 
taken along to location filming 
of Columbia’s “The Big Som- 
brero,”’ Cinecolor Western musi- 
calnow atthe a eien.s Theatre. 
Champion has important roles 
in all of Autry’s pictures, and 
the cowboy star takes no chances 
on the horse becoming ill. 





Big Sombrero Mat |-F; 
Prod. Still No. 108 


RAGING FIRE fails to daunt Gene 
Autry, star of Columbia's "The Big 
Sombrero.’ The Cinecolor action film 
may be seen at the ............ Theatre. 


(Feature) 


Gene Autry Started 
Hollywood Trend 
To Singing Cowboys 


From their very inception, 
the movies came out shooting 
and continued to thus regale 
generations of small fry. 

The little fellows ate it up 
wide-eyed as the screen was 
lashed with furious action. The 
pounding hoofs and the flying 
bullets were fraught with ex- 
citement for the youngsters. 
But, alas, there was lacking in 
the old time Western that ro- 
mantic appeal which is so neces- 
sary to lure feminine movie 
fans into theatre. Gene Autry, 
America’s favorite cowboy, saw 
the glaring defect in the appeal 
of the Westerns of that time. 

So Gene in his quiet way be- 
gan to revolutionize the tradi- 
tional Western. He retained the 
pounding action and the tradi- 
tional answer—to what must 
have been a traditional ques- 
tion—“They went thataway!” 
But he introduced romance. And 
did that make a_ difference! 
Thus, the singing cowboy pic- 
ture was born, heavier on ro- 
mance than guns. And women 
started to flock in where before 
there had only been small boys. 

Gene has continued, however, 
to cram his films full of action. 
For example, take his latest, 
Columbia’s Cinecolor “The Big 
Sombrero,” now on view at the 
hi Si aS Theatre. Besides the 
songs and the romance, and 
there’s plenty of the latter with 
beautiful Elena Verdugo pre- 
sent as Gene’s leading lady, the 
varied action includes a terrific 
landslide set off by the villains 
with whom Gene is contending; 
a wild cattle stampede; a fire 
in a barn that requires Gene to 
do some pretty fast stepping to 
save valuable horses; two fist- 
fights that make the screen re- 
verberate with their violence— 
and the list could go on and on. 

America’s favorite singing 
cowboy has wedded romance to 
action in his films, but he has 
kept, if not added to, the funda- 
mental basis of the Western: 
plenty of slam-bang action. 

Gene is, of course, starred in 
“The Big Sombrero” with his 
dependable and famous horse, 
Champion. Leading featured 
roles are taken by Miss Ver- 
dugo, Stephen Dunne, George J. 
Lewis and Vera Marshe. 

Olive Cooper’s original screen- 
play for this Gene Autry Pro- 
duction was directed by Frank 
McDonald. Armand _ Schaefer 
produced. 


Honors Rogers 


The living-room in Gene 
Autry’s ranch house is a replica 
of the late Will Rogers’ living 
room. Autry, who was discov- 
ered by Will Rogers, is currently 
to be seen in his latest Western 
musical, Columbia’s “The Big 
Sombrero,” filmed in Cinecolor, 
and playing at the 
Theatre. 


LOCAL ANGLES 


Chelsea, Okla. — Gene Au- 
try worked as telegrapher 
here at the time he was 
discovered by the _ late 
Will Rogers. 

Los Angeles, Calif.—Elena 
Verdugo was raised here. 

Northampton, Mass. — Ste- 
phen Dunne’s birthplace. 

Paso Robles, Calif. — Elena 
Verdugo’s birthplace. 

Ravia, Okla. — Gene Autry 
was raised here. 

Tioga, Tex. — Gene Autry’s 
birthplace. 

Worcester, Mass. — Stephen 
Dunne worked as a radio 
newscaster here. 








Big Sombrero Mat |-E; 
Prod. Still No. 29 


TENSE moment in Columbia's Cine- 
colored "The Big Sombrero" at the 
Barun Siena Theatre, with Gene Autry 
(bottom) and George Lewis. 





(Reader) 
Dynamite Explodes 
On Western Site 


Talk about your occupational 
hazards! 

Thirty-five members of Co- 
lumbia’s “The Big Sombrero,” 
the Gene Autry starrer in Cine- 
color now playing at the 
Theatre, narrowly escaped in- 
jury one day when a charge of 
four cases of dynamite exploded 
fifteen minutes ahead of sched- 
ule, collapsing a large section of 
hillside! 

Producer Armand Schaefer, 
who was standing at the new 
camera set-up, from where the 
explosion was to have been 
filmed, had one of the narrow- 
est escapes. Dozens of 200-pound 
boulders, hurtling down the hill- 
side, missed him by inches. 





Plushy Western 


Westerns are getting real 
plushy these days. Take Colum- 
bia’s “The Big Sombrero,” the 
new Gene Autry starrer now on 
VIEW wattne sc) fag: Theatre. 
In addition to the usual appur- 
tenances for the Cinecolor musi- 
cal Western, such as 30 saddle 
horses, cattle, one gig and mare, 
listed on one call sheet was the 
strikingly foreign item: six 
mink coats. The coats are worn 
by some of the dazzling beauties 
in the film. 





Buys Ghost Town 


With movie locations becom- 
ing harder to obtain, outdoor 
star Gene Autry has wisely pro- 
vided for the future by purchas- 
ing himself a California desert 
ghost town. Gene, who is cur- 
rently to be seen in Columbia’s 
“The Big Sombrero,” a Cine- 
color musical Western at the 

ht fertett Theatre, bought the 
town near Death Valley. When 
not utilizing it himself, he plans 
to lease it to other companies. 





She Won’‘t Dance 


Although Elena Verdugo, 
Gene Autry’s leading lady in 
Columbia’s “The Big Sombrero,” 
musical Western in Cinecolor 
now showing at the ........ 
Theatre, won her first movie job 
in 1941 on the strength of her 
dancing talent, she danced be- 
fore the camera for the first 
time in the film. Her perform- 
ance of a very old Spanish folk 
dance is authentic, since she is 
of Castilian descent. 





Ranchero Grande 


George J. Lewis, veteran 
character actor, has a_ novel 
type of role for him. He plays a 
Mexican ranchero in Columbia’s 
“The Big Sombrero,” the Gene 
Autry starrer coming to the 
me Theatre on ....... The 
film was made in Cinecolor. 


There's No Business 
Like Show Business 
For Young Actors 


Although Stephen Dunne got 
his first movie break through 
radio, he credits his success to 
his early stage training in 
schools and stock. 

“Of course,” he says, “if it 
hadn’t been for my radio job I 
might never have had the op- 
portunity to cash in on my 
theatrical work.” 

All of which sounds a bit like 
the old argument about which 
came first, the chicken or the 
egg. But Stephen Dunne wants 
to give more credit to ability 
than to breaks. 

“T know,” he admits, “that 
breaks are necessary, but I like 
to think that my progress in 
pictures is due mainly to the 
fact that I was born with a lit- 
tle talent, worked hard develop- 
ing it and am now beginning to 
cash in on it.” 

And there is no doubt that 
young Mr. Dunne is cashing in 
on an acting talent. To under- 
stand this, all you have to do is 
see him perform as the heavy 
lead in Gene Autry’s latest Co- 
lumbia Cinecolor musical West- 


ern, “The Big Sombrero,” in 
which he portrays a_ suave, 
smooth meanie, who makes 


things mighty tough for Mr. 
Autry. The film is now holding 
forth as the featured attraction 
at the Theatre. 

Dunne, who studied at Smith 
College Workshop and at the 
Maria Ouspenskaya School, is a 
great booster for such establish- 
ments—as long as they’re legiti- 
mate. 

“They taught me what to do 
on stage,” he explains. “I mean 
what to do with my hands, how 
to walk, how to sit down, how to 
project my voice—a hundred 
things I would otherwise have 
had to learn the hard way. 

“The tragedy of such schools,” 
Dunne adds seriously, “are the 
boys and girls full of ambition 
and dreams, and absolutely no 
talent. Instructors tell them 
they’re hopeless and wasting 
their time and money. They 
won’t believe it. They must be 
allowed their try at it. The final 
decision to quit must be their 
own.” 

He smiled brightly. “I hope 
it’s a decision I never have to 
make.” 


Big Sombrero Mat |-D; 
Prod. Still No. 82 


GENE AUTRY sings eight lilting 
range ballads in Columbia's Cine- 
colored ''The Big Sombrero" current- 
ly on view at the ...... Theatre. 


NOTE! 


Y2-column Gene Autry star 


head also available but not 
illustrated. Order Strawberry 
Roan Mat 12-A. 











Big Sombrero Mat 2-E; Prod. Still No. 21 


HOG-TIED and ready for market; Gene Autry (right) and George J. Lewis 
take good care of range renegades in Columbia's Cinecolored "The Big 


Sombrero" at the 


Theatre. Gene's horse, Champion, is in the 


background. Elena Verdugo, Stephen Dunne and Vera Marshe are also featured. 





(Feature) 


No Fun Being Producer 
Says Star Gene Autry 


By GENE AUTRY 


Star of Columbia’s ‘The Big Som- 
brero” in Cinecolor, at the 
SINE Theatre. 


As everyone knows, produc- 
ers have the softest jobs in Hol- 
lywood. They’ simply walk 
around swinging canes, or 
whittling pencils they never use. 

That sounded pretty good to 
me—a character who had spent 
a lot of time polishing saddles 
and the G-strings of a guitar. 

So I turned producer and 
signed with Columbia. Little did 
I know that I was letting my- 
self in for one continuous head- 
ache! For supervising produc- 
tion of a movie is more of a 
chore than roping an ornery 
broncho. 

It used to be a lot of fun mak- 
ing Westerns. You didn’t have 
to worry about whether you got 
the girl. You knew the bad man 
was bad. You also knew that 
kindness to animals was a trait 
that belonged almost exclusive- 
ly to outdoor men. However, it 
seems that, in order to make a 
movie, you must have a place 
in which to make it. That should 
be a simple matter when you 
consider the vast amount of 
space Rand-McNally has ai- 
lotted to Southern California. 
But practically every inch of 
acreage in what was supposed 
to be homestead property, has 
been incorporated and nowadays 
you have to see a lawyer in 
order to fork a cayuse as far as 
500 miles away from Hollywood. 
(So we went all the way to Tuc- 
son in the heat of August to 
make “The Big Sombrero,” a 


musical Western in Cinecolor.) 


After you’ve spotted a loca- 
tion site, you suddenly remem- 
ber that you can’t ride around 
loosely; you must have a story. 

You thumb through a book, 
or talk to a lot of supposed 
friends, who have never smelled 
sagebrush, but insist they can 
turn up with a blood-and-thun- 
der yarn that will have you 
gasping. 

So the producer finally has 
the yarn. He has space in which 
to project the yarn. 

Did he think of the physical 
difficulties to be glanced at in 
passing? Not for a moment. 

In the first place, a producer 
has to have people, outdoor men 
—who have to be actors, to boot! 

Then there are such things as 
props, and such incidentals as 
money with which to operate, 
seript clerks, art directors, ex- 
tras, cameramen, directors. 

The minute you are classed as 
a producer and admit that you 
are going to make a movie, you 
are a clay pigeon for all the 
would-be glamour boys and girls 
in the nation. 

So I decided I would be a pro- 
ducer in name only. I would 
hitch up with a real producer 
to make my pictures for Co- 
lumbia. 

I did. The producer was 
Armand (Mandy) Schaefer, a 
really smart hombre. Now, 
whenever anyone wants a job, 
offers a prop or anything, I just 
turn him over to Mandy, who 
goes by the title of president of 
Gene Autry Productions. 

It’s all worked out. I get to 
act. I get to strum the guitar. 
I get to ogle the lovely ladies. 

Mandy gets the headaches. 





(Reader) 
Eight Autry Songs 
In ‘Big Sombrero’ 


Gene Autry, America’s fa- 
vorite singing cowboy, has plen- 
ty of good material with which 
to practice his melodic art in 
Columbia’s “The Big Sombrero,” 
now on view at the 
Theatre. 

The film, shot in Cinecolor, 
has eight tuneful ditties, rang- 
ing from rousing pioneer tunes 
to dreamy Latin songs, for 
Autry to sing. They are “The 
Trail to Mexico,” “Oh ~My 
Darling Clementine,” “You Be- 
long to My Heart,” “La Golon- 
drina,” “Goodbye Old Mexico,” 
“My Adobe Hacienda,” “Rancho 
Pillow” and “I’m Thankful for 
Small Favors.” 


(Reader) 
Autry Provided 
139 Rare Actors 


Gene Autry, starring with his 
famous horse, Champion, in Co- 
lumbia’s Cinecolor Western 
musical “The Big Sombrero,” 
currently tenanting the 
Theatre, personally furnished a 
location site in Arizona and cast 
139 rare “actors” for the com- 
pany, 

The location site was his 
3600-acre ranch, 65 miles from 
Tucson, and the rare actors 
were 139 Texas longhorn steers, 
known as “the vanishing herd” 
because they are dying out. 
Autry’s 139 steers are the larg- 
est remaining herd of this type 
in the world and are used in his 
rodeo, 
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Capitalize on These 
Gene Autry Tie-Ups 


Helpful extra attention can be focussed on your 
picture and playdate by working with your local 
retail outlets handling the Gene Autry tie-ups 
described on this and the next page. Work with 
local merchants in setting up window and coun- 
ter displays using stills from the picture, news- 
paper co-op ads, herald handouts, etc. Promote 
Autry merchandise as prizes in contests, or as 
giveaways. Be sure your full credits figure prom- 
inently at all times. 


COWBOY SUITS 


Cowboy suits, leather goods, toy 
pistols and holsters manufactured by 
the M. A. Henry Co., Inc., are sold in 
thousands of stores throughout the 
country. For information and names of 
local dealers, write direct to: 


Mr. M. C. SUSSMAN 
Sales Manager 

M. A. Henry Co., Inc. 
1107 Broadway 
New York, N. Y. 





URE AN tte M00 Set Dee Se SE OP SO HO UO ae OOD Sd DOE Odd ate OEE NOD Nt ty 


Shown above, right, is the colorful 
LL CE EE TEM MOE MOE TON OE OO TON TE OO PONTE OT TOON TPO TOT TL OO TONE OT POTTY PO TTT NT TTT POTTY TP TT box cover of the Gene Autry 
Cowboy Suit, which comes in three 
sizes—small, medium and de luxe. 
Complete outfit includes a boy's 
cowboy suit, hat, bandana, lariat 


CAP PISTOLS eas 


The double-gun-and-holster set at right 
The Gene Autry is just one of several such sets—single 
ro p Pistol. core or double—available in this tie-up. Guns 
through chain stores 


are of various styles with pearl or metal 
handles. Holsters also differ in design. 





everywhere, can be 
obtained in quan- 
tity through local 





wholesalers and 


used as premiums or contest prizes. For information, write direct to: GENE AUTRY JEANS 


Mr. W. R. BIXLER 
Kenton bdware: foc! Kenton Ohio Department stores and other stores selling Gene Autry Jeans, a 
Western-type blue jean for boys and girls, should be able to tie in 
with your playdate of "The Big Sombrero" via a lavish use of the 
many dealer aides available through the manufacturers. The J. M. 
AUTRY PUBLICATIONS Wood Manufacturing Co., of Texas, has prepared window display 
material, dealer ad mats in various sizes and other promotional ma- 


terial. For full details, and the names of dealers in your community, 
write direct to: 


Several types of books and other 
publications bear the Gene Autry 
name. ''Better Little Books," sold in 


book and chain stores, feature Gene MRS. ANNABEL HOYT 
Autry's adventures. In addition, two J. M. Wood Manufacturing Co., Inc. 
Gene Autry novels, "Gene Autry 502 Wholesale Merchants Building 
and the Redwood Pirates" (shown Dallas, Texas 

here), and ''Gene Autry and the 

Thief River Outlaws," recently have Seal 





li . Both + are pub- At right is one of several various-sized 
been pub ished. B 1P2° P 3 dealer ads available. Mats range from 
lished by the Whitman Publishing 4" x 6" to full-page size. Ad mat shown 

; i in reduced size is 4" x II". Be sure 
Co., Racine, Wisc. credits are included in all co-op ads. 


Gene Autry Comics is a monthly magazine sold on newsstands and Peedi de As ic acts 


in candy and variety stores. The magazine is prepared and distrib- shown below is intended for win- 
dow and interior department store 
uted for the Whitman Company by Dell Publishing Co., 149 Madi- use. Place full credits, and stills | 
from the picture, close to it. 
son Ave., New York, N. Y. ALL Real COWBOYS WEAR 


GENUINE 


‘Ong 
Blue Jeans 


Every boy, from 1 to 16, wants real cowboy blue 
jeans, and these are styled by America’s No. 1 Cows 
boy—Gene Autry. The leather label attached to the 
waistband is inscribed with Gené Autry's signature 
and his “Flying A" ranch brand. The jeans are of 
extra quality Industrial Denim, orange stitched and 
copper riveted. Made to allow a 4-inch turn-up cuff, 


TIE-UP. STILL 


Prod. Still No. 77 (illustrated at the 
left) makes an ideal tie-up still for 


use in the windows and on the coun- ge. a 8 
Jean has a coupon attached 
to the label in the pocked 
that is good for on avto- 
graphed color photo of Gene 


+00 


AN EXCLUSIVE 


ters of local music stores, travel 
agencies, leather goods shops and 
resort wear stores. Mount the still on 
sign board with merchant's copy 
and your complete picture, theatre 
and playdate credits neatly lettered. 
Order the still in quantities from the 


National Screen Service exchange GENUINE... 


wooD 


OF TEXAS, 


GARMENT 


NAME 





nearest you. 
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Five songs that everyone 
knows pave the road to valu- 
able music exploitation for 
your playdate. Following are 
the five songs and their pub- 
lishers: 
"You Belong to My Heart’ and 
"My Adobe Hacienda""—Peer In- 
ternational, 1619 Broadway, New 
York City; "Rancho Pillow'' — 
Shapiro-Bernstein, 1270 Avenue of 
the Americas, New York City; "La 
Golondrina"’ — Shapiro-Bernstein 


and others; "My Darling Clemen- 
tine''"—public domain. 


JUKE BOXES 


Gene Autry's singing is tops 
among juke box fans. Get 
local juke box operators to 
feature Autry recordings in 
their machines and post stick- 
ers and title strips linking the 
discs with your playdate of 
the picture. 


SOLU LC LLL MLM 


MUSIC STORES 


boosting the Autry platters and your playdate. 


ON THE AIR 


Ask record program directors to spot records of the songs 


picture, theatre and playdate credits. 


BELTS AND SUSPENDERS 


Gene Autry Belts and Suspenders for boys are now 
mounted on attractive new display cards (sample 
card illustrated in reduced size at the right), and 
make excellent window and counter display ele- 
ments to help attract attention to your playdate of 
"The Big Sombrero.'' Autry suspenders and belts 
are sold through chain stores, boys' outfitters and 
department stores around the country. For further 
details, and the names of local outlets, write direct 


to: 


PAUL LAPPE 
M. Slifka and Sons, Inc. 
275 Seventh Ave., New York, N. Y. 


SUB MUP LPP 
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full details, write to these firms: 


SWEAT SHIRTS 


Mr. J. T. Flagg 
Gardiner-Warring Co. 
Florence, Ala. 


NEWS LETTER 


McClure Newspaper Syndicate 
75 West Street 
New York 6, N. Y. 


SWEATERS 


Renly Club, Inc. 
115 Christopher Street 
New York 14, N. Y. 
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RODEO SUITS 


California Ranch Wear, 
860 South Los Angeles St. 
Los Angeles 14, Calif, 


HATS 


Pan American Hat Co. 
21 Waverly Place 
New York 21, N. Y. 


COWBOY BOOTS 


Graham-Brown Shoe Co. 
Dallas 2, Texas 


Inc. 





Other Autry Licensees 


Gene Autry has permitted the use of his name by manufacturers other than 
those whose products are described on this and the preceding page. For 


PRODUCTIONS 


Carmel Film Productions, Inc. 
600 Sunset Boulevard 
Hollywood 28, Calif. 


RIDING WEAR 


Pick Overall Mfg. Co, 
337 Cumberland Avenue 
Winnipeg, Canada 


WATCHES 


Wilane Trading Co. 
93 Nassau Street 
New York 7, N. Y. 
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Contact your distributor of Columbia Records, which re- 
leases all of Gene Autry's records, to arrange displays 


featured in the film on regular disc shows or use them to 
rake up a |5-minute program. In either case, get full 


bm 
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Use Songs to Sell 'Big Sombrero!’ 


WESTERN CLASSICS 





Columbia Records’ promotion material 
on the Gene Autry recordings includes 
the 7" x 21" window streamer above, 
a !7"' x 22" easel-backed full-color poster 
and 12%4"' cardboard discs (below). 


Ce ee A 


STORE WINDOWS 


Toy stores and chain and variety 





NI 
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stores 


should be especially interested in window 


and counter displays tying in their 
Autry and other Western toys and 


Gene 


para- 


phernalia with your engagement of ''The 


Big Sombrero." In addition to displays, try 


for lunch counter doilies imprinted with your 


message, streamers behind lunch counters 


and on the walls, Western and hillbilly rec- 


ords displays, etc. 


GAUNTLET GLOVES 


Boys’ genuine 
buckskin West- 
ern gauntlet 
gloves are mer- 
chandised with 
a number of 
dealer aids, in- 
cluding a 9!/," 
x 12" -easel- 
backed coun- 


brown and tan, For boys ages 5 to 12 years. 


ter card and STORE NAME 





boy he wore 


d will be just os proud os the boy when he 






Gountlet Gloves 


with Gene Autry’s personal 


on the cuff. Mother ond 


slips these 


gountlets on. Made of genuine leather, pigtex grain. Glove fully lined 


Cuff unbreakable, crush-proof and waterproof. Shades of 


$go 





window display piece, and a 4"' x 6"' ad mat 


(shown at right in reduced size). For full in- 


formation, write to: 


NOLAN GLOVE COMPANY 
425 Fourth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 
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- ‘Sombrero’ 


Make up locally, and print in quantity, a card or herald handout similar to that shown below. 
Print in two colors or in single color on colored stock. Stills used are adaptations of Prod. 


Still Nos. 73 (top) and 23 (bottom), but mats from the pressbook ad or publicity sections : Contests 


TRE Re Oe HO DOG -Uen Oe OO OO OO A 


may be used instead. Work these attention-get- 


ting contests in the win- 





dow of a _ cooperating 
store, in your lobby or in 
some other public place. 
Offer guest tickets as 
prizes and see to it that 
your credits are promi- 
nent. Use promoted som- 
breros in all stunts. 


rT) See Soe O00 G0 Oue O00 DOE U0 BOO DOE ROD DDD O00 DOO O00 FOS-000 DOE 00 000 00-008 B= 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR 
WESTERN LINGO? 


Whatis GENE AUTRY Telling Elena 
Verdugo in This Scene from Colum- 
bia Pictures’ Western, “THE BIG 
SOMBRERO?” 





Western LINco: TRANSLATION: 


HAT-TOSS 


“I’m riding herd on some dogies when 
this buckeroo comes hightailing up on a 
roan. He slaps leather and says, ‘Reach, 
afore I drill ya. Or draw, and wind up in 
Boot Hill.’ Naturally, I think he’s loco, so 
| reach. Then he says to unfork my cayuse. 


On the way down, I start fanning... ” 


See 





mount. As I obey, I fire my six-shooter .. . 


GENE AUTRY «2%... 


in CINECOLOR in 


“THE BIG SOMBRERO” ;3:: 
Theatre 


“T’m minding some cows when this cow- 
boy races up on a reddish-brown horse. He 
draws his gun and says, ‘Hands up, before 
I shoot you. Or draw, and wind up in the 
cemetery.’ Naturally, [ think he’s insane, 
so | put up my hands. Then he says to dis- 


2° 





Ask youngsters to toss the “big 
sombrero” onto a distant peg. 
If it remains, youngster receives 
a free guest ticket. Limit number 
of tosses. 


CARDS IN HAT 


Using ordinary cards or special- 
ly-printed cards containing the- 
atre and merchant's message, 
offer guest tickets to youngsters 
who can toss a certain number 


A contest can be worked up in which entrants are asked to "'translate'’ Autry's Western of cards into a “big sombrero” 


lingo. This might be worked with a newspaper or radio station, or by the theatre. To avoid some distance away. 


ties, ask entrants to submit a 30-word essay on ''Why Gene Autry Is America's Favorite Sing- 
ing Cowboy." Offer guest tickets as prizes. 


COLOR-IN CONTEST MAT 


This two-column color-in mat 
can be used effectively to 
publicize your engagement 
of Gene Autry and his fam- 
ous horse Champion in "The 
Big Sombrero." Plant the mat 
in a local newspaper and of- 
fer guest tickets for the ten 
best color-in jobs. If no news- 
paper space is available, use 
the mat in a theatre program, 
or on a herald handout, mak- 
ing the same offer. See to it 
that picture, theatre and 
playdate credits are promi- 
nent. Use best entries for an 
attractive lobby display dur- 
ing your engagement of ''The 
Big Sombrero." 


Order 2-column mat 
2-A (same size as 
shown) from your Na- 
tional Screen Service 
exchange. 
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MMMM! 


‘GUESS HOW MANY’ 


Ask youngsters to “guess how 
many’ Western toys and other 
objects of a similar nature there 
are in a “big sombrero” which 
is spotted in the center of a chain 
store window. 


IF HAT FITS... 


Offer guest tickets to any young- 
sters who can wear the “big som- 
brero” in your lobby or in the 
window of a cooperating store. 
The sombrero should fit the 
youngster perfectly. 


WATER TEST 


Ask youngsters to fill in ordinary 
cards with their names and ad- 
dresses and their guesses as to 
exactly how many ounces, pints 
and quarts of water a “big som- 
brero” holds. On opening day, 
in front of the theatre, test a som- 
brero by pouring water into it 
from a measuring cup. Those 
who guess closest to the correct 
amount should be admitted free. 
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SMELL LL 


: 2 Easy-to-Do 
Lobby Stunts 


FROM 1-SHEET ... 
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Because of its design, the one- 
sheet is ideally suited for use as 
a hanger for advance and cur- 
rent exploitation. Cut out and 
mount a quantity of posters, 
transposing the words, “in CINE- 
COLOR,” as shown. Letter play- 
date information on the sombre- 
ro brim. The hangers will be 
rather large (about 27” x 30”) 
and should be used as eye- 
catchers in your lobby and 
around the marquee. 


FROM 3-SHEET... 





Have your sign man mount the 
three-sheet and jig-saw it into 


shape as shown. Fix the cutout 
on a base with two wings. On 
the left-hand wing, use the copy 
cut from the upper portion of the 
poster. On the right-hand wing, 
letter starting date. Use the dis- 
play in a prominent lobby spot 
in advance and move it out front 
on opening day, replacing the 
starting date with “Now Play- 


aa 


ing. 
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POSTER FRONT SHOWS AUTRY IN ACTION 





This inexpensive front is designed entirely from ''The Big Sombrero" posters and can be made 


by your sign artist with very little hand work. A little retouching to blend the pieces into a 


smooth layout is all that is necessary. The overhead board is made from units of the six-sheet, 


cut apart and rearranged as illustrated. The right-hand three-sheet panel contains the regular 
three-sheet ''as is.'' On the left-hand three-sheet panel, the head of Gene Autry (upper right) 
is lifted from the six-sheet, as are the art and words, "in CINECOLOR," used across the bot- 
tom of the panel. The credits, the art above the credits and the copy in the upper left-corner 


are from the three-sheet. 


SELL IT WITH RADIO 


Plant these radio spots before and 
after Western action programs, rec- 
ord programs of Western music and 
during other strategic times. 


15 SECONDS 
Our sombrero's off to Gene Autry as he 
rides to the rescue of a Mexican spitfire in 
"The Big Sombrero,"' Columbia Pictures’ 
newest action film in Cinecolor. See Gene 
Autry in "The Big Sombrero" at the State 
Theatre on Friday! 


30 SECONDS 


Gene Autry and his famous horse Champion 
return to the State Theatre screen on Friday 
in ''The Big Sombrero,'' Columbia Pictures’ 
new outdoor action drama in Cinecolor. In 
"The Big Sombrero,''’ Gene Autry carries 
Western action and music south of the bor- 
der to glamorous Mexico to rescue a Mexi- 
can spitfire with true Western gunfire. Don't 
miss Gene Autry and his famous horse 
Champion at the State Theatre on Friday 
in Columbia Pictures’ ''The Big Sombrero," 


in magnificent outdoor Cinecolor. 


ADVANCE TRAILER 


Filled with the color, action and music of 
"The Big Sombrero," the trailer offers your 
patrons an exciting taste of the film itself. 
Order the trailer direct from National 


“Screen Service. 


COSTUME MATINEE 





A costume matinee for children should be 


a surefire attention-getter. Shown above is 
one such matinee, arranged during one of 
Gene Autry's personal appearances. Offer 
promoted prizes to the best costumes. Pub- 
licize the stunt extensively and try for news- 
paper coverage. 


3 STILL SETS 


PRODUCTION SET (25): Highlights from 


the picture for photo frames, as well as dis- 
plays. 


NEWSPAPER SET (25): Picked specially to 
please the editor who prefers photographs 


to mats. 


ART SET (6): Additional stills of the ad and 
poster art work, not included in either the 
regular production or newspaper sets. 


Order from National Screen 
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GENES. HEADIN’ SOUTH OF THE BORDER 
IN HIS BIGGEST RODEO OF THRILLS! 
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a 


PRINTED IN U.S. 


ger! se 


£ GENE: uray ‘ 





ORDER ALL ACCESS¢ 
24x60 and 24x8 


MeDEURLD som sats papas 


ONE SHEET 


Reg mae Bi Re A 
eee os COLUMBIA PICTURES presents 


wl oe . GENEAUTRY 


anil his famous horse, 


BECOMES MEXICO’S HERO! CHAMPION 


Cee ee ar arr rr 





See Gene save a Latin spitfire with 
Western gunfire...as hé battles yj 
landslides, stampedes and bullets VA 


...fo trap desperate bandits! 
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22x28 B 


GENE'S READIN’ SOUTH 
IN IS BIGGEST 





INSERT CARD 


‘ CINECOLOR 








WINDOW CARD 


Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 





for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 
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